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AR=ES) Bible verse of the Month
The earth is the Lord’s, and everyth

ing in it, the world, and all who

live in it; for He founded it upon the seas and established it upon

the waters. (Psalms 24:1—2)
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BE  REERKZL -

Message

Happy Chinese New Year!! How would you
celebrate the big event?

Going out with parents or friends to dinners,
movies or parties, at restaurants, homes or
churches? Visiting relatives and receiving red
packets? There are indeed many different ways to
enjoy the holidays.

Do you know that you can easily “celebrate”
this happy occasion with someone not in Hong
Kong?

Maybe many of you are already doing it, but
just in case some have not, you may try sending
an e-card or MSN message on the computer. It
can be easily done, and your message will send
warmth and joy to your friends almost instantly. If
you missed the chance to catch up with someone
during Christmas, Chinese New Year is a good time
to make up for it. Don’t miss out again.

You can also try saying ‘Happy Chinese New
Year!” to any tourist on the street. Yes, just try it.
Don’t be shy! Receiving a friendly greeting is always
a pleasant surprise to any tourist.

By the way, remember that God loves us even
before we were born, and His love is never ending.
Let’s therefore take heart to show His love by being
friendly to the folks we meet in this Chinese New
Year season!
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Vocabulary

celebrate (v) B

big event (n) N

restaurant (n) ZE  BR

relatives (n) BA

red packet (n) 8 - [FIZH]

occasion (n) E 3

instantly (adv) BO &R

to catch up with (85) (v)
(someone) | (BA) &8

greeting (n) Bz - nE - BE

tourist (n) it

pleasantsurprise (n) (EIMN) BE

take heart (v) B

|Exercises

|Choose from the above vocabulary items

| to fill in the blanks:

| 1. After 3 failures, Peter finally passed his

| test solets with a

| bigdinner!

|2. My father is very excited, and wants

| his sister, since they

| have not seen each other for 5 years.

|3. We are very hungry, do you know of a

| good around here?

4. On hearing the sad news, she broke
down and cried

5. Seeing you here at this moment is a

since | never knew

I that you were in this city also.

|6. Getting red packets is a

| for the children

during the Chinese New Year season.

|7. Please help me, |

| here, and | am lost.

am a
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EpiTor: ALISON CHOY + ILLUSTRATOR: PEGGY CHU

SEND YOUR LOVE  LITTLE SURPRISES ~ SEND E-CARDS

LOVE OUR EARTH SHARE WITH OTHERS CARE FOR OTHERS

GIVE YOUR SEAT MAKE GIFTS FOR

GIVE BLOOD e e s i
GIVE BLOOT 10 PEOPLE I MEED  PEOFLE YOU LOWE

DONATE CLOTHES

DONATE MONEY
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One cn a MWlillion

n three—One...Two...Three...Cheese!
(Take picture, look at it)

It doesn’ t surprise me that the majority of
you didn’ t smile in this picture. After all, it' s easy to
take something as simple as a smile for granted.

What if you lived your life never having the ability to
brighten someone’ s day, encourage a friend, or boost
a stranger’ s morale by simply smiling? For my older
brother, Ronnie, this is the story of his life.

Often we recall specific moments in our lives
that changed us forever—the moment we won that
championship game and realized that hard work does
pay off, or the moment we heard about the death of a
loved one and realized that life is precious. As for me, it
was the moment | felt genuine empathy for my brother,
and realized that what we often undervalue can be a
quality that someone else can only dream of having.

Ronnie was born with Mobius Syndrome—a
disease that paralyzes one or both sides of the face
due to a lack of muscle. One in a million children is
diagnosed with Mobius Syndrome each year. As his
little sister, | remember the torment and ridicule Ronnie
faced from other children as he endured elementary
school. Who knew that being born without the ability to
smile correctly could cause someone so much hurt and
anguish.

There we were: our mother, Ronnie, and |, walking
out of a clinical session held for parents of children
diagnosed with Mobius Syndrome. | was five years old,
Ronnie was nine, and | was the only child there capable
of smiling. As we were walking out of the room, | was
holding my baby doll in my arms when | said: Mommy,
my baby has Mobius Syndrome too!

There are some moments in life that are
unforgettable, and this moment nears the
top of my list. Although | was only five years
old, this signified one of the first times that
| felt true compassion for my brother. This
moment was the foundation of the development
of my capacity for loving others despite
their circumstances or disorders. Because
| witnessed the hardship that my brother
encountered due to his flaw, my heart has
always had a soft spot for those who don’ t quite
fit society’ s standards of normalcy.

My brother is my hero. Ronnie was often
ostracized in school by his peers because
he “looked different”, and was at times
suspended or reprimanded for his behavior.
Developmentally, he learned to read, write and
solve math problems at a much slower pace,
and was even held back in the first grade.
Many predicted his Mobius Syndrome to be his
biggest setback in living a successful life.

Today, Ronnie has graduated from UC
Davis at the top of his class with a B.A. degree
in Political Science and History. His outstanding
intelligence continues to surprise and impress
many. Whoever said that a smiling disorder
would hold my brother back, was proven wrong.

So the next time someone asks you to smile
for a picture, smile big. If anything, do it for that
one child in a million who can’ t. | smile for my
brother, who is my one in a million. @

ORenee Payne
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